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Detailed Action 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks pages 6-8, filed on 4/12/06, with respect to 

\ 

the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-20 under 35 USC 102(e) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Mohammed (PGPUB No. 
2001/0014968). 

Response to Amended Claims 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-7, 9-20 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sato et aL, (US PG Pub No. 2003/0033395) in view of Mohammed (PGPUB No. 
2001/0014968). 

2. Regarding claim 1, Sato teaches an peripheral (imaging) device (Sato, [0005], 
Also the multi-function peripheral is one of the imaging device, according to the 
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specification page 1 , [0002]) comprising: 

• a network interface adapted for coupling to a network (Sato, 
[0005], and fig. 1, element 90, a local network interface, and 
peripheral (image ) devices, 10,20,30); 

But, Sato does not specifically teach a device that requests a device 
request a device configuration from a second peripheral (image) 
device through the network interface in response to receiving an 
external upgrade command; 

However, Mohammed teaches the following: 

• a processing facility (Mohammed, [0016], upgrade program 160 
corresponding to the processing facility), wherein the processing 
facility is adapted to request a device configuration to upgrade an 
internal configuration of the imaging device from a second 
peripheral (digital) device through the network interface in response 
to receiving an external upgrade command and a network location of 
the second imaging device (Mohammed, [0021], an upgrade 
command is issued to invoke the upgrade module, [0033], the 
upgrade module is invoked to perform the software upgrade, and see 
fig. 4, element 208, and [0041], find name and location of new INF 
file from the second peripheral device in the network in response to 
the new module detector, [0038]). 

Because knowing that Mohammed's automatic upgrade of software 
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is adopted to processing the digital system, and the digital system is the 
selected peripheral device. Moreover, at Sato, [0030], the device 
management server 120 can receive instructions from the user station 80, 
request and receive information from the peripheral devices connected to 
the network 100, set configurations for the peripheral devices, and send 
information to the user station, it would have been obvious to use 
Mohammed's automatic upgrade of software incorporates with Sato's 
peripheral configuration. Therefore, the claimed invention would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

3. Regarding claim 2, Sato further discloses the imaging device of claim 1 , 
wherein the device configuration from the second imaging device is requested 
from a storage location that is selected from the group consisting of: the second 
imaging device, a local network site, a remote network site, a website, a server, 
and a third imaging device (Sato, [0030], [0031], in which the device 
management server 1 20 can request and receive the status and configuration 
from the other peripheral devices). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Sato further discloses the imaging device of claim 1 , 
wherein the external upgrade command is given by a management facility which 
resides on a platform that is selected from the group consisting of: a workstation, 
a server, a network device, a management interface on the imaging device, an 
embedded webserver in an imaging device, and a master imaging device 
(Sato, [0035], in which external command can be sent from SNMP which resides 
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in the platform consists of several image device, and web server, see fig.2, & 3). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Sato further discloses the imaging device of claim 
wherein the device configuration from the second imaging device is selected 
from a group consisting of at least one of: firmware code, software code, 
supplemental data, and a configuration parameter (Sato, [0030], [0031], in which 
the SNMP contains the configuration parameter in the MIB). 

6. Regarding claim 5, Sato further discloses the imaging device of claim 4, 
wherein the device configuration from the second imaging device comprises at 
least one configuration parameter, where a mask is applied to the at least on 
configuration parameter to exclude portions thereof from being changed on the 
imaging device while being upgraded (Sato, [0026], in which the user can set the 
variable used as the selection criteria to a lower value for avoiding selection ). 

7. Regarding claim 6, claiming for a computer-usable medium having computer- 
readable instruction stored thereon for execution by a processor to perform a 
method (Mohammed, [0015], [0020]), has limitations corresponding to imaging 
device claims 1-5. Therefore, claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in 
the rejection of claims 1-5. 

8. Regarding claim 7 has limitations corresponding to claim 4. Therefore, claim 7 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 4. 

9. Regarding claim 9 has similar limitations as claim 3. Therefore, claim 9 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 3. 
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10. Regarding claim 10, Sato further discloses the method of claim 9 
further comprising: 

• retrieving the configuration of an imaging device similar to the 
list of imaging devices with the management facility, wherein the 
similar imaging device shares a common configuration, firmware, 
software, or supplemented information with the list of imaging device; 
(Sato, [0029], [0030] in fig. 4, it lists the peripheral device with cpu 
performance, and the selected device management device 120 in the 
peripheral device 60, manages the system peripheral devices 50, 

70 corresponds to the share a common configuration); and 

• placing the configuration at the network location (Sato, [0030], 
1.10-12, [0031], I. 1-10 thru the peripheral communication the 
configuration is placed in the MIB of SNMP.). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , claiming for method of software code, has limitations 
corresponding to imaging device claim 4. Therefore, claim 1 1 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 4. 

12. Regarding claim 12, claiming for method has limitations corresponding to device 
claim 5. Therefore, claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 5. 

13. Regarding method claim 13, claiming for software, has limitations corresponding 
to device claim 3. Therefore, claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons set forth 
in the rejection of claim 3. 
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14. Regarding claim 14, Sato further discloses the method of claim 10, further 
comprising: periodically checking for changes in configuration, and if a change is 
noted, initiating a follow-up update (Sato, [0046], a new device is added 
corresponds to the change). 

15. Regarding method claims 15, 16 have limitations corresponding to device claims 
1-3. Therefore, claims 15, 16 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-3. 

16. Regarding method claim 17 has limitations corresponding to device claim 3. 
Therefore, claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 3. 

17. ' Regarding upgrading claim 18 has limitations corresponding to method claim 10. 
. Therefore, claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 

claim 10. 

18. Regarding upgrading claim 19 has limitations corresponding to method claim 9. 
Therefore, claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 9. 

19. Regarding claim 20, Sato further discloses the method of claim 15, wherein 
the imaging device selects an appropriate version of the desired configuration 
from the network location to match its type (Sato, [0032]). 

20. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Sato in view of Mohammed and further in view of Wysoczynski (PGPUB No. 
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2002/0083156) 

21 . Regarding claim 8, Sato and Mohammed do not specifically teach the method of 
updating device configuration for image device connected to a network. 
However, Wysoczynski discloses a method of updating device configuration for 
imaging devices connected to a network, comprising: 

• defining a list of similar imaging devices connected to the network, 
wherein the similar imaging devices share a common configuration, 
firmware, software, or supplemental information (Wysoczynski, 
[0036], and fig. 2, the server 260 lists the similar devices, device 1 
and device2 had loaded the image and configuration files from the 
first TFTP server 260).); 

• defining a network location associated with desired configuration for 
the list of similar imaging devices (Wysoczynski, [0036], image and 
configuration information is located on the second TFTP server 280. 
In this scenario, updated image and configuration files can be stored 
on either server 260 or 280, or any other server that may be 
connected to the network. The new names of the update files can be 
loaded onto the devices 210 and 230); 

and 

• directing each imaging device of the list of similar imaging devices 
with an external management facility to retrieve the configuration 
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from the network location (Wysoczynski, [0037], desired parameters 
such as: TFTP server (IP address), image version, configuration file 
name, new IP address of the device and default gateway IP address 
from the external server corresponding to the external management 
facility). 

Because knowing that Wysoczynski's method for recovering the 
Imaging device on the network provides the properly configuration, which 
can be incorporated with Sato's polling the status of these devices jam 
status, out-of-paper errors, etc., set their respective configurations, provide 
information to the user station system (see Sato, [0030]), it would have 
been obvious to use Wysoczynski's recovering method of configuration 
incorporates with Sato's out-of-peer error configuration. Therefore, the 
claimed invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



7/17/06 
KYL 
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